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when the time conies for a decision to be taken, all the
interests involved will be taken into account, in the front
rank of which is the public health.'1
The Chamber, as a consequence of this discussion,
passed the following- order of the day :
" The Chamber, relying- on the Government to issue, in
conformity with the Act of i2th June 1893, concerning the
hygiene and the safety of workmen, a public administration
regulation regarding the use of white lead in paintwork,
passes to the order of the day."
As will be seen, it was not a question, up to now, of any
prohibitive enactment, but a regulation by ministerial
decree. The deposit of a draft Act, interdicting the use
of lead, was not decided on until after the non-acceptation,
by the Committee of Arts and Manufactures, of the com-
plete interdiction of white lead, as well as by the objections
of a legal nature raised by the Council of State, which
declared that prohibition clauses, in a public administra-
tion regulation, were not authorised by the terms of the
Act of 12th June 1893, on the hygiene and safety of
workers in industrial establishments.
Whilst awaiting the drafting" of an Act, the Minister of
Commerce issued a decree, the chief draft of which was
supplied by the Commission of Industrial Hygiene, but
which the Consultative Committee of Arts and Manu-
factures had almost completely transformed, only prohibit-
ing dry white lead and authorising the use of stiff white
lead paint; interdicting also dry rubbing and pumicing of
white lead paints. The decree of the public administration,
issued in conformity with the views of the Committee of
Arts and Manufactures, and freed from any clause of